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TWELVE HUNDRED MILES BY CANOE.

IN NORTHERN WATERS.
Specially Contributed to **Canada’’ by PROFESSOR PELHAM EDGAR.

AMONG THE INDIANS

T was my privilege during the past summer (o accompany
a Government expedition over o wide extent of territory in
the wilderness ol Narthern Ontario. The  ordinnry
tourist merely touches the Tringe of this vasi rewion, and
as for the camping enthusiast, he o carely command the
purse, the time, and the ENErey Lo Irverse =0 wide ain are.

Hi O FAEA
(i) '[. T vy \
TWO MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT ENPEDITION AT ROOT
RIVER, LARKE ST. JOSEPH AND LAUC SEUL.

Our espedition was known as Trealy No. g Commission,
" owhich title suggests some briel explanation of the purpose for
which it was framed. [t is not nezessary to discuss the many
Hreaties which have been made in rimes ]J:'l:vl with the Indians of
the remote West and of the Maritime Provinces. | shall have
sald enougrh for my purpose when [ ostate that the Crown has
established its (itle to the lands of Ontarie by treaties dating
from the time of Haldimand, who settled the Six Nations alter
o the war on Tand purchased from the Mississauwas. The Indian
ribes dwelling in the peninsula and central portions of Ontario
- gradually surrendered their lands for
. momey considerations.  In 1830 Mani-
~teddin Tsland was ceded By the Indians
© without consideration. The cession was

- taken by Sir Francis Bond Head., 1In
30 the Treaties now known as the
Treaties  surrendered  the

~ Robinson
* lnd lying between the northern shores
of Lakes Superior and Huron and the
‘ Height of Land.

As years went by and civilisation
‘hegan its irresistible northward march,
the Ojibeways and Crees, who hunted
(in Ontario north of the Height of Land,
hegan in timid Indian fashion to press
‘upon the Government a recognition of
their claims.  The first step towards
this recognition was an agreement en-
. ftered into in 1894 between the Pro-
~vincial and  Federal!  Governments,
wheredby the latter consented 1o make

o o further treaties with the Indinns
. without the concurrence of the Pro-
vincial Government. The mnext step,

for Governments move with slow dig-
wity, was taken eleven years later, on
July grd, 1903, when (he Ontario Govern-
ment gave its assent to the framing of a

" 25§

new Treaty, and agreed to duplicate the terms of the existing
Robinsaon Treatv.  They thus bound themselves to an initial
present of 8800 (o every certified man, woman, and child of
the Indian bands in the new Treaty Territory, and o perpetual
annuity therendter of $3.00 per head.  They guaranteed furthers
to grant a reserve 1o each hand in the ratio of one square mile
tor every five Indians.

It will be conceded that the Proviace of Ontario Lreats ils
Indian population with g [airness that amounts to generosily.
Quehee refluses o recognise the Indian title 1o the waste lands
ol the province, pays no annuities, and withholds reserves,
Oantario, on the other hand, has purchased almost all its lands
with 2 price, and still conceded the Indians all the hunting and
tradding privileges which they have ever possessed. In pur-
suanee of this agreement, the James Bav Trealy, otherwise
lenown as Treaty No, g, was innugurated last year by the
appointment of two Dominion Commissioners, Messes, DL C.
Scolt and S, Stewart, both of the Indian Department; o Com-
missioner for Ontario, Me, D G, Medarting o physician, D
Ao G, Meindd, of Winnipeg; ond two Dominion policemen to
lend awe and add respect o the party.

Aninteresting aveount of the 9oz expedition was written
by Mr. Scott, and may be found in Scribaer’s for November
ol 1gon. The party went in at Dinorwick, on the line of the
Conadian Pacific Railway, reached the Albany River, which
they descended to the James Bay and finally ascended the
Abitibi River, coming home by water [rom Lake Abitibi 1o
Take Temiskaming. ¥En route they made Treaties with the
Indians at Osnaburgh, Fort Hope, Marten's Falls, Fort Albany,
Moose Factory, and New Posi. The last Treaty was signed
on the 215t day of August, when, owing 1o the shortness of
the summer scason, it wias found necessary to postpone the
Treaties with six remaining bands until the ensuing vear,

It is therefore the conclusion of the James Bay Trealy which
[ hope in following Ietters to describe.  To Canadian readers
who are Tovers of wild life, T can offer perhaps nothing that is
entively foreign 1o their experience, for the wilderness lies at
our doors.  For their advantage 1 can only describe new routes
ot travel, not new modes of life. They have run many a
stething rapid, where a swift turn of the paddle alone wards
oll sheer destruction, or with pole and tracking-line have con-
quered the heavy water foot by foot,  They Lknow Lhe delight
of casting a v in streams unwhipped of fisherman sinee time
began, and the stirring of the nerves they know at the swilt
uprush ol a brown trout through the foam. But what can
the dwellers in Babyvlon know of these primitive jovs, who fish
in preserved streams and shoot over private moors where the
vame is little wilder than a stantled hen? Yet with all his
disadvantages, the Englishman has the instinet and the passion
for wild life. He is a natural lover of the trail, without ever
having chopped a sapling Trom his path, and though he might
mike withering comments on an overdone chop at his club, he
would himsell cook and uncomplainingly eat pork and beans
for oo month. It is for the Englishman more particularly with
these potential qualities wasted upon Plecadilly that T write
these simple letters of travel.

(To he continued.)
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SEcoNt LETrer.—OTTAWN TO ABITIBI.

We spent that night on board the dZeteor in the muddy har-

UR party, composed as | described it in my last letter, Lour ot New Liskeard. which owes its esistence to the genivs
feft Ottawa by the Imperial Limited Express at 1,13 of Israel Tarte. | feel sure that fhe e town will justify =
P on the 2and of Mav. We disembarked ar Mal- his forcthought. v is o Jhusthing place Tor ats size. and &5 0
tawa at eight in the L"\"L:Dill;f. when we were met by supported by o fine farming country at its back.  Moreover,

our doctor, A, G sleindl, MDD of Winnipeg, and by our

it = not, like its more ambitious neighbour Haileybury, de-
pendent upon a mining boom for its pros=perity, and represents
the evident contrast ol healthful activity with Teverish energy.

On the following day a tuyr took vs across the head of the
lake to North Temiskaming, m the Province of Quebec, This
1= charmingly situated frontier village, half Indian and half
white, which hitherto has formed with Ville Marie the hase of |
supphies for the Abitibi country.  The building ol the Trans:.
continental Ralway, and the extension of the T, and N.O. will
diminish it< importance in this regard. hut, with splendid:
water powers ot its doors, and o fine farming country at its
hick, o prosperous future seems assured for the town of Norih
Temi=kaming.  Were the C.POR. o extend its Mattawa branch
along the east <hores of Lake Temiskaming, and north w a
Junction with the Transcontinental Railway, tand mn this neigh
bourhood would prove o profmable investment. 1 have a note
ol some of the prices recentdy paid for fuam Lands. A Frencs:
Canadian, Grenier, paid 51000 for one hundred aeres, tweaty-
ning ol these on the town side. and seventy acres on the op-
posite side of the river,  He told me that he had recently re-
Tused Si.roo for the twentv-nine acres under cultivation, The
rest of his farms consists of twelve thousand acres of uncleared
land near the first chute, which he hought at seventy-five cents
an acre. oy

Here it was that we hired our canoes and secured our loeal
crew to take us over the well-travelled route norchward 1w
Abitibi. - The first sixteen miles = a0 wagon portage rougher
than the wildest imagination can conceive, It i= not to any
picturesque qualities that it owes it~ roughness.  There are no
canons Lo traverse. no jutting promoitories to surmount; the
tile i< rather of corduroy, bag. blue clay, and ruts innumer-
able and of portentous depth. Four teams transported our
cimp equipage and canoes, and we fooled our way with such
=kill and patience as we could muster.  Eight hours hrought
us to Douglas Farm, on Guinze Lake, with the loss of one
canoce, The weather was hitingly cold, with a north wind
sweeping down the like, =0 for two days we continued o enjoy
the hospitabity of Douglas Farm.

(7o e Continge d )

P rew Dnal

e

PROSPERITY AMONG CANADIAN INDIANS, :
Al Frank Pedley, Depniy Superintendent-General of Indian

i i T Affair= of the Dominion, ~tated 1o the course of an interview

PSR S Ain tnat the North-West Provinces, including  Manitoba, have

half-bred cook, Harry Blick. who had come to meet us from 2000 Indians “"”i'!"”-} about 2romo: Quebee, o000 Lo
his home at Missamabie, severad hundred miles westward,  We 12000 zand the Maritime Provinees, 3,000 o daouo. There was |
had some additienal stores to lay in that cvening, and an to.onn to 12000 out=ide the treaty himits. The Indins were, he
engagement to keep with thit j(J-”il.‘-L and muost voluble of added, gr;ulunl!_\- emerging into civilisation and :ui(_”nmg tl:.c
-.[(”'ei;ul—_‘]l]gl\ Mr. I Loughrin, ex-M.PUUL who fad undertakea wiavs of the white man.  Sowme of the hest favmers in certan

S b e LS = OWE A o rETI 1 W, : - ikt

to provide us with two permanent camp servants and canoce- part= Uf the \‘\t—[_.ll{‘ Indian=.  Mr. lLL“L_\ instanced those in
men,  And right well he discharged his obligation, for Waleer tne QuAppelle district. where they raised 33000 to 50,0000 0 i
Ferries. cimoeman  and interpreter-extraordinary. and  joe hushels of grain. being |1;:--vr--aL_‘Ll. too, of good houses and farm 'l§
lenpeway. canoeman. packer. and utilny-man-m-ordinay o Lutlding- togethes woon machinery. 18
the expedition. were o most valuable

adjunct to our staff.  Constantly shift-
ing ¢rews as we were from point to
point. it was o great pleasure o have
these gaod, willing fellows permanently
with us.  There wus enough lndian in
both -of them to make them perfect
woodsmen. and  enough  lrvishman in
hoth to leaven  their willingness  with
wit. .
We spent the night at the leading
hotel of the place—two in a room, and
G voun own water juy at the pump -
and  entrained  at h.13 on the dittle
C.P.Re v local” which plies hetween
AMattawa and  South Temiskaming.
Our ohjective point was North Temis-
kaming. and we would have =aved =ome
hours by proceeding on 1o North Bay,
and thence by the T. and N.O. to New
Liskeard.  But we had chosen  our
route wiselv, for the line skirts through-
put its whaole distance the plunging
waters of the Ottawa River, and from
it= terminus  there i= o pleasant =six
hours” sail up the narrow waters of Lake : 3 = ‘ -
Temiskaming. INDIAX FAMILY AND PETS—IIEN, KAUDIT, OWL, AND DOG
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OTTAWA TO ABITID.
N Tuesday, May z2oth. the weather had sufficiently
moderated for us 1o make our =tart.  We accepted a

tow noan alligator bhoat, which wis on its way to the
Barriere Rapid, tifteen miles disrant, and after our
mid-chay meal we stowed ourselves on hoard, This wa- the first
alligator boat 1 had seen. <o | examined it with some curinsity.
They are quite common i our northern lumbering wiaters, aid

TWO INDIAN CRONIES.

aremuch more serviceahle than the ordivary tug for towing logs
down 1he lakes.  They carry o seven hundred pound anchor in
the bow attached to & mile and a quarter of cahle, which iz rolled
round o wineh on board.  When the logs have been gathered
intaa boom-—to the number sometimes of ity thousand
the hoat steams a mile and a quarter ahead, drops anchor,
backs dawn ro the logs, and attaches them by a cable from
the ~tern. The anchor meanwhile 1= gripping the bottem a mile
and o quarter ahead. The anchor cable i= then wound in
round wosteam winch, and the Togs are & mile and a quarter
turther on their journey. The boats are fla-hottomed, be-
cit=e ot infrequently they are required to pull themselves
aver the portages, On our journey

work to perform, but it showed itself an adepr at dodging through
Libyrinths of logs with a pikeman at the bow to aid, and when a
hoom apparently harred our further progress it displayed re-
markahle acrobatic powers by jumping it as Lightly as a hunter
takes a five-barred gate.

The Hawkesbury Lumber Company was concluding  its
=eason’s drive at this point. Oune large boom had heen broken
shortly hefore we arrived, and multitudes of logs were grinding
and leaping like live things through the rapids. Another hoom
which was sull unbroken would soon bar the mgress into
Ohicoba Lake. o we decided to press on nao farther rhat after-
noon.  After tea L ostrolled about warching the river men at
work. and Tistening to the thud and bumping of the logs above
the hallow roar of the rapids. A hule above where 1 stood
a group of Abitib Tndiins was squatted amid o Litter of Hud-
=on’s Boy stores waiting for the river to clear.  Just at the
=et of sun the last logs came through, and the sturdy litile
beggars loaded up their great canoe, handling huge bags of
pork and flour like pounds of tea.  Six shanty men whe had
been clearing the logs above came over the crest of the hill.
and under the irresistible fascination of watching athers work
they stood in black silhouette against the ruddy sky. as motion-
less though not so rigid as statues, rather with an easy mus-
cular prace, thewr pike-poles resting carclessly perpendicular
in their hands.  When the lust bag of flour and pork was
thrown in, the paddles of eight men caught the water swiftly
together, and soon the rhythmic thud agains=t the sid=: of the
canoe died away round the bend of the river.

Our life now settled into the ordigary routine of a daily
shifting camp. 1 do not propose, after the manner of con-
tributors to magazines of sport, to state specifically m pounds
and ounces how much Hour and pork, and sugar and tea we
carried per man.  Suffice it to say  that we were never hungry
except hefore meals. Nor will T specify too partculariy,
though here I must be allowed some licence, the weight and
tengih of my rods, and the flies and baits which 1 found maost
effective. I mu=t confe=s that on' the Abitibi journey my
piscine lures were of little avail. At the beat of times it i5 a
puor fish country, and the water was so exceptinnally high whe .
we passed through it that | had to remain content with a few
stray pickerel at the foot of the rapigs.  Excerpts from my
journal jottings will now tell of our progress from lLa Barriere
to Abitibi.

Wednesduy., May 3o.—Our first night
bitterly cold. and by midnight my nose and feet, were like
zolid blocks of ice. But that won't occur again, if T have to
wear two pairs of socks and tie my feer up in my dunnage hag.
The river men broke another boom of logs about four the next
morning, but by ten the river was clear again, and we set off.
We passed through Obicoba or Barritre Lake that day, and
into Lonely River. We paddled through ecight or nine miles
aof primeval stillness along  spruce and balsam shores, and
camped about half-past five o mile below Long Lake.  The
forest iz so denze in thiz part of the world that a parety, such
A= ours, of =ix or eight tents, is compelled to make use of the
old-establizhed camp sites.  The next day we breakfasted at a
~hocking hour (7,300, truck camp, and started at nine, A mile
of miver bhrought us to the somewhat monotonous stretch of
long Lake.  The afternoon was well advanced before we had
left at= twentyv-six_miles hehind us. A short portage and a
little Take a mile long bhrought us to our camp at the second

under canvias was

northward — we  saw  an interesting -
example of this.  An enterprising Ger-
man. named  Biedermann, had  de-
cided to make a hald bid for freighting
the transcontinental supplies on Lake ‘
Ahitthi. =0 he constructed 2 large alli- |
gator boat at the foot of Quinze Lalke.
i then leisurely proceeded to wallk
hi- vescel over all the intervening
portages to Abitibi. one hundred miles
iy, Onowr upward journey we mer
thi- ~trange craft at the beginning ol
the Tong Heght of Land portage. and
DI GUT TETUrn We Saw it steaming up a
hill i the middle of the forest! A
Broad path 1= cut. skids are placed
under the flat bottom. and a cable
working on double pulleys i= attached
to o <tump about one hundred vards
ahead, Then the captain whistles full
steam ahead, and with a heavy tug and
a lureh the winch slowly begins to turn.,
and the hoat to move,

Char own albigator had no such heraie
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Height of Land portage.  Here the enterprising Biedermann
had his wondrous alligator eraft. 1. Co 5. levelled his camera
at it ons it was just heginning to climb through the woods.
When we get hack again it will be steaming through the middle
of the bush.

On Friday we postponed breaking camp, as it had been rain-
ing, and was still threatening, We started the heavy portage
at ten, and lunched at the other end.  All our stuff was across
by three, and we began a delicious paddle through Island Lalke.
13. C. 8. and 1 it side by side in the big bark canoe, and we
gloat over things-—cloud effects, peeps of vistas through the
islands as they shift past us, and lights and shadows on the
wiater.  When we are near share the birds are very vocal,
especially the white-throat sparrow, and, mellowest of songsters,
the  hermit thrush.  Occasionally we heard that voluble
preacher, the red-eyed virco, his musical chatter fonting out
over the water from the dense covert of the forest. We had a
delightful camp at the north end of Island Lake. on the right-
hand side, where it begins to narrow into o point, We heard
i moose splashing in the water just as we were going to sleep.
The frogs were clamorous, and a whet-saw owl was grinding
out his harsh tune all night.  The little white-throat sparrows
are always with us, and even through the night we hear their
sleepy * Canada, Canada, Canada.”

On” Saturday we made a better start, and two miles brought

us to the frst of the three carrying places. I fished. and
caupght a few sleepy pickerel at the fout of the rapids, while the
men were bringing the stuff across.  They ran two of the

rapids with the unloaded canoes, which is w very easy malter
for pood paddlers who know every inch of the way. 1 stood on
a little wooded point and saw them flash round a curve and
come whooping down the white water.  Their eyes fuirly gleam
with excitement.

The river which flows inte Agotawekami is long, winding,
and quite monotonous, so we are glad to get to our new camp
at six o'clock, on @& bulbeus point & mile down the west shure
of the lake, and just sixteen miles from the H.B. post at
Abitibi.  We were now within easy striking distance of our
destination, so we decided to make Sunday a day of rest. And
a perfect duy it was, rounded off with an evening as perfect.
I was not tempted to break the law by fishing, for there was
nothing to be caught. 1 read and slept and roved the woods,
doing some amateurish prospecting, and rejoicing the while
in the immunity from black flies and mosguitoes.

In the evening we had a lazy drift in a cance. The colours
were superb.  There had been o brisk wind all day which died
with sunset, and, as we floated, the swells were lapping melo-
diously on all the island shores.  Beautiful it was, too, ns we
turned our reluctant prow campward, to see the red fires glow-
ing on the shore. The velvet bhlack water flung back their
reflection, and in their warm rays the birches pgleamed a
spectritl white amid the gloom of the surrounding firs.

On the next day, Monday, June 4, st two o'clock, the white build-
ings of the H.B. post came into sight round a hend of the river,
and only a broad 'bay separated us from our destination.  We
must have made o brave appearance as we swept in with flags
fiving and four abreast.  As we neared the Post we were greeted
with a roval fusilade of rifles, blunderbusses. and toy pistols
from the Indians, and before we landed the H.B.C. flag swelled
out in the breeze. We pitched our tents in the H.B.C. garden
in o steady drizzle which ended in n heavy downpour.  The
rain lasted ull Thursday, so we did not see a great deal of the
little 1shnabis, except in our doctor’s extemporized office. where,
when it was not toa painful, 1 staved from time to time. The
band is o fairly healthy one—but oh ! the wwisted, swollen juints
and shrunken tuberculous limbs of some of the wee things.
{Since our return I observe, with regret, that this Ahitibi band
has been decimated by measles. which with the aborigines is
almo=t as fatal as smallpox.) Wednesday was a splendid day,
and | pottered about the Indian camps o good deal. Their
tents and wigwams are scattered over several acres, each with
itz sharp-faced little dog, fathers of families enjoving o quiet
pipe and gossip after their long winter's hunt. and mothers
strolling nbout with their babies strapped in moss-packed
*tikanagans 7 on their backs, or nursing them at their tent
doors in the sun.

thie tent would present an indiscriminate squalor of pots,
dirty tin dishes, and Glithy rabbit skins: another would reveal
tidily-rolled blankets, neat cedar bark Hoors, o hand sewing
machine, and a gaudy clock which measured the hours, but never
the time of day. [ realise how far from civilization we are, for
not two per cent. of these Indians can speak o word of English.
1 should not sav a “word,” for 1 have discovered that they know
the meaning of " sweeties.” which is the term they also use.
When [ see o pair of bright little eves round a corner 1 cull,
“ Sweeties, hi! sweeties.”  Half the time they run away, and
half the time, encouraged by their mothers, thev come for their
sugar-plum. and retreat with their hooty.  They know me
now, and are getting bolder. 1 extemporize races for them, or
make them climh for their prize,

(Lo be continued.)
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From a Jtabitant's. Note-Book.

( By a Spcal Contributor. )

‘“The Day ol Gifts,”
N LW Year's Day, to

French - spesking

Canadians, is as much of
a social  heliday, as
much of a children's [es-
tival, as Christmas is o
their  Tnglish - speaking
fellow-citizens. As in the
United States,
and Kngland, so in ihe
I'rovince of Quebec, the
religious observance of
Christmas is very much
more imposing than that
of New Year's Day, but
among French - Cana-
dians the great day of
social festivity  and
family reunions, and of
the giving and receiving
of gifts, is not Christmas
but New Year's. To
many of the younger por-
tion of ITrench-Canade’s
population, New Year's
] Day is still knowa, as it
was in those provinces of France from which their forefathers
came, as * Le Jour des KEtrennes "—the Day of Gifts.

A maodern French-Canadian poet voices the Irench-Canadian
welcome of the day as a children's festival in these lines:—

Salut, beau jour doré, Premier de I'an!
Toujours, quand tu parais, dans un joyeux élan
Nous saluons ta bienvenue ;
C'est toi qui viens sourire aux enfants si joyeux,
(Jui viens mettre en secret dans leur berceaux soyeux
Mille jouets de toute sorte !
When Every Lady is ** At Home.”

New Vear's is the one day of the year when every Irench-
Canadian woman is supposed to be at home o receive visitors.
More social calls and ceremonious visits are generally paid by
Irench-Canadian men on. New Year's than an any other day of the
year, though (he custom, like many another of those of oiden time,
is gradually falling into disuse. 1n many of the country parts of
the I'rovince of Quebec this visiting often begins as early as eight
o'clock in the morning. Among rival village belles, and even

among youug leaders of Irench-Canadian city life, there is much
rivalry as to the number of calls received by each of them on New

Year's Day. The popularity of New Year calls is doubtless largely
due (o the rule which permits the callers to kiss all the young
women to whom they are related in even the most distant manner,
Intermarriage 1s a marked characteristic of French-Canadian
society, anrd the circle of relationship is often, therefore, very
extended.

Blessing the Children.

_-Among other New Year's Day customs perpetuated in parts of
French-Canada is that known as La Bénédiction Daternelle—the
blessing of the children of the household by their father. Some-
times this ceremony is performed after thé return home of the
family from mass. In other households it is made the very: first
experience of the New VYear. Abb¢ Casgrain, the historian of
Montcalm and Wolfe, who died only a few years ago, relates in
his memoirs how the New Year was ushered in at the home of
his father, the late llon, Chas. F. Casgrain, of Riviere Ouelle.
At early morn,” he says, " our wmother woke us up, attired us in
aur best Sunday suits, and gathered us all together, with the
house servants following, in the parlour. She then thrust open the
bedroom door of aur father, who, from his couch, involed a bless.
ing on all of us ranged kueeling about him, while emotion brought
tears 1o the eves of our dear mother.  Our father, in an impressive
manner, accompanied his blessing with a féw words of piternal
and loving counsel, raising his hands heavenwards.  Of course, to
us, little ones. the crowning part of the ceremony was the distribu-
tion of New Year's gilts, which at first he had kept concealed
behind him."”

PROPOSED JAPANESE COLONY IN ALBERTA

Mr. B. R. Nagatany, of Kyoto, Japan, has been in. communi-
cation with Mr. J. Obed Smith, Commissioner of Immigration
at Winnipeg, and Mr. A. T. Griflin, Canadian Pacific Land
Commissioner, with the object in view of establishing a Japanese
agricultural colony in the heart of Alberta. Mr. Nagatany, who
represents  private capital in o Japan, proposes to purchase
50,000 acres of land from the C.P.R. and to bring out a colony
of well-to-do Japanese farmers, who would be settled on the
land and would go in for raising wheat and the cultivation of
sugar beet and all kinds of [ruits and vegelables which would
thrive in the climate. He will look over the West, and will
return in the fall if his scheme is successful.. He has been in

Canada four years studying conditions, having attended Queen's
University at Kingston, and Iater tuken a course in the Agricul-
tural College at Guelph, Ontario.

France, |




LATCHFORD

HE INDIANS whose winter hunting grounds are on
' the Ontario side had been coming in very slowly since
our arrival, but by Thursday the Commissioners de-
Ucided that a sullicient representation hud appeared o
EIHN'IH to a Trealy. The Treaty was consequently announced
for2.30 pam. Tt was o frightful day, with o gale of rain from

HUNSON BAY POST ON LAKE

, but that
s nmthc: here nor
. there to your true
edman; . For our
wn comfort we met
¢ about thirty heads
+af families in a back
. tonm of the Tost.
hey sat along the
oot or on an old
~hroken-down  hed,
~ and then the ]1'1]1-
vor began, Drever,
of the H.B.C.,

] in-
terpreting. Every-
hing went

y, and the
appeared

“highly  delighted
~with the terms. We
tlmm to-mor-

nnd hold a

jang included, al-
(thaugh they afe not
in the |” Treaty..
wis much struck with the volubility and apparent eloquence
of their s]mhcsm:m Louis '\]c])ougﬂl. who has the blood of an
pldéfacton in his veins and his brains in his head. His old
1‘ ather, McDougal, senmior, is over eighty, and looks like a
J\V‘En bronzed bzr Wilfrid Laurier. We shall photograph him
k \any thousands of dollars that man has heen
worthi to the H.B.C. in his day,” was Drever’s comment. 1
;vmndereﬂ how many thousand cents of those dollars had found
heir wwhntn MeDougal senior's pocket, Sire and son and
in slgnecl the Treaty, the son with toil and sweat in Roman
¢h1r1ctcr Old Cheese and the others merely making their
il
'~ We paid_the Indians in crisp Dominion bills on Friday
mn ning. i Each head of a family brought all the persons he
s immedi tely responsible for, and all the daughters of the
ﬁmﬂ\!‘ hw‘ught the children they were responsible for. In the
o h]ttcr cpse the tracing of identity was sometimes difficult.
'Pﬂymcm was made only to the offspring of Indian fathers.
Il supply of sugar- sticks held out for most of the pipooses
“and yaungsters, and, on the whale, it was a great day for the
‘Redman.
. They are a curious people.  Kishtapish, wha was elected one
Lol 1hc headmen of the Quchncez has a settled distaste for
work, thuug]z perfectly sound in wind and limb. He came
4“"‘ many others for medicine, and the doector prescribed fly-
listers, fare and aft. Another Indian, squaw of seventy,
Fid ll(ilt‘aa and a widow, craved medicine {or loneliness. Toor
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and found vurselves in the busy little town of Hailevbuvy on
June azthe We spent o comfortable nicht at ©* The Attorney, ™
yuite the cleanest Trontier hotel | have known, and alter laying
in additional stores for aur Maontreal River jowrney, we took the
tradn for Latchford,  We camped at the river <ide on the 141h,
waiting for our crew and canves from Matachewan.  To our
annovinee we fowd o nuwmerous and well-equipped army ol
hlack flies and mosquitoes already in possession, but we stormed
and carried the position at last after o desperate fight.  Our
g battle with these winged pests ol ~ummer had hegun,
and while we

are still waiting tor our canoes, | may as well
deseribe our methods of defence and artac In the lormer
category 1 oinclude such things as v wloves, veils, canopies

and oil; in the latter category smudwes, Ny-powder and hands.
My veil was blue miosquito-netting drawn about the rim of my
hat, with a hem ol buck-shot round the bortom, each shot
separately stitched.  This veil is an absolutely necessary safe-
guard on the portage, but the smolker will appreciute its ohvious
disadvantages.  When it becomes necessary to smoke, sub-
stitute a1 branch, and smear a Tittle Iy oil on vour face and
neck,  We f(mml most elfective, and nog lII'I])]t’ wshant or dirty, o
mixture of oil of citronella and olive oil in the proportions of
three or four to one.  When paddling through a narrow
stream, a smudge-pan in the bow malkes Life endurable. There
is a certain amount of exhilaration in the contest by day, hut
one’s courage can be sustained only by the prospect of a peace-
ful night.  Vour mosquito is 2 far mare potent guardian of
Imlnlcn treasure than the [abled dragon. and on this Montrenl
River expedition we met scores af prospectors in precipitate
flight, - défeated
for lack of the
necessary precau-
tions. A rent
always appears to
concentrate every

“bhlack  fly  and
mosquite  within
the radius of a
mile, and no

snoner is it pitched
tham the walls are
black with™ them,
and they fill the
air like magnified
motes  inoa sun-
beam, [ strongly
recommend tents
(preferably of bal-

loom  silk)  pro-
vided with a fly
door and  sod-
cloth, hut even in

an ordinary tent
0nne can ensure an
unmaolested night.

EVELYN FALLS. “Iinter  the tent

quickly, duly be-
daubed  with  oil.
Close the door as
tightly as passible,
although you can
never hope to make
it mosquito proof.
Burn  about one
heaping dessert-
spoonful of Dalma-
tian insect powder,
and in five minutes
the flies and mos-
quitoes will cease to
hother you. Then
yvou leisurely make
yvour bed., We car-
ried light stretchers
with  us, and as
soon as our hiankets
were  spread  we
hung our canapy,
tucking the hottom
under the blankets.
New hordes of mos-

quitos, scenting
blood, have mean- 1
while filled the tent, THE SQUAW WHO CRAVED MEDICIKE

FOR

but vou are under LONELINESS.
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vour canapy, and are swiftly Tulted to sleep Iy their musical
roar,

I Gndd an consulting my diary that fies, heat and rain are
the most important itenis mentioned on our northwared journey.
We left Latchford on a Friday morning with o stromyg crew
of Matachewan and Temagami Indians, for the last stages of
the journey are very arduous.  Rain and heat, heat and flies
ad rain for that day and the next, and never o fish 1o put in
our pot. On Sunday 1 remember we rested on Mountain Lale
—a windless day ol pitiless sun it was, with no shade other
than the mosquito-ridden forest. Our Tast day, Tuesday, wias
interesting an account of the fierce witer we encountered.  We
poled up o long succession of rapids, using (rocking-lines wher-
cver e shore made it possible. 1L took us Trom eight till
live 1o make the filteen miles (o the Tort,  Arrived there, our
Abibi experience was repeated on a smaldl seale, but what the
hand Iacked in numbers it made up in enthusiasm and polite-
ness, all the sgquaws and young girls lining the hill as we
ascended, and gravely shaking bands with us all.

The post is unpretentious, bul most romantically situated,
with wooded hilly lakes to north and south, and a tumbling
rapid hetween.  The forvest is all-ntteactive in this part of the
country. The timber is not large, but is charmingly varied-—
spruce, halsam, red-pine and jack-pine suppiving the sombre
hues, which are relieved by the delicate green of birch and
ash and poplar. Here and there one comes upon a grove ol
splendid cedars of fine girth and noble spread.  On the whole,
however, the scenery is nol so inleresting on the Muontreal
River as it is on the Abitibi route. The shores are Lon
unitormly low, and the rock exposures too inflreguent. But
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wherever the rock does crop up it is not waste time to tap
about with pick and hammer, for mineral is widely distributed
in this region, and last summer’s discoveries justihed the min-
ing aciivity we saw displayed.

Qur trealyv-making was unartended with any special incident ;
Wednesday and Thursday saw evervthing concluded, and we
struck camp on Friday afternoon at 3.30. 1t had been raining
all murning, and was threatening when we left. We got o
pretty thorougrh soaking, but kept right on down the swift
water and through suceessive rapids. 10 was truly exhila-
rating, and we reached in a little over three hours the spol
we hid tnken o day o come up from on our north-bound
journey, ’

Lostead of tunely cetracing vur route 1o Latchiord, we de-
cided 1o make o detour through Lady LEvelvn Lake and Tema-
cami, connecting with the T. and N.O. at Temagami station.
We therefore branched off al the Mattawabika River, and
camped a short distanee abave the falls, A short paddie the
next morning bhrought us into Lady Evelyn Lake.  There was
a tonie clearness in the air which sent our spirits mounting
up, after the low pressure of the preceding davs.  We were
coming upon enchanted walers with finay lile cliding beneath
ihe waves, and Turry life basking upon the shores. We had
heen paddling for ten minutes. when we saw a red deer [risking
an the <outh shore. We then skirted the north shore, and ten
minutes kater a bull moose was good enough to show himsell
grizing on our right. e caught sight, ar rather scent, of us,
and slowly (rotted into the bush. e was a young buck about
two vears old. We had a rifle, but were not shooting. Twenly
minutes later we came upon a big fellow knee deep in the
waker, innovently browsing on Hiyv-pads and the succulent roots
ol the lily Lvery few momenlts the enormous head would
disappear, and then he would lilt his dripping muzzle, which
clistened in the sun. 1 am aflraid that our Nimrod's finger

LUOOKING NORTH.
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ached upon the trigger ! Personally, Tfelt that [ would almost
prefer to be reduced to o diet of Hly-pads, sather than bring low
that vast bulkk of s<hawoy magnificence.  Here was the true
denizen of  the  wilderness, the embadied expression oi the

g
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S

ragoeed, pathless forests of the noetl, and we, but for the 1
i,

accident of our cunning-—our mastery of the red lire and the
stinging bullet——were mere puny invaders upon his duain, |
But o (ruce to saphistry, however poetic!  There is a time
lor slayving and a time [or sparing, but 1 am glad to say that

b
on this oceasion my memory picture is nat marered by the vision 5
ol a glazed eye and lolling tongue.  In 8
S2 * the backward plance of fancy he stll &
lifts his drippmg muzzle in the sun § o
from among the shining lilv-pads, o1
Will it tax credence too severely, if @0
1 say that we were to see still three §00

more  moose  before  the  morning &
ended?  We  presently  deseried a'f o
large cow moose with two young about J
hall a mile to our right.  They were
feeding in some sedgy marsh land on
the north shore. and the wind was
blowing from them to us.  So wef
decided to paddie towards them for 1
closer inspection.  We stule up quietly
through a Little stream  thar drained o
the sedge, and were almost upon them /o0
hefore mamma moose knew we were
there.  She looked at us in a puzzled f 0
wav, while D.C.S. leisurely levelled [0

S Al % i pakn
his kodak at her. She then decided 800
that we looked strange. and were pre-£80
bably dangerous. so she splashed off 35,
followed laborivusly by the litled
plungers,  We had time te take fourf
snap-shots of her, two before she san f
us, and two after she had taken to herl
heels. " It would have heen an casy
matier (o bave cought the baby moose i1 we had been stocking
a Zoo. (Lo be contined.)

The Robb Engineering Company. of Amherst, N.S., has, throug]
its branch in the United States, secured a contract {or twenty-val
boilers of goo horse-power each, for the work of construction o 1,
the PPanama Canal, This branch is located at South I'ramingham S8
Massachusetts, and is known as the Robb-Mumford Company y
Both companies are aboul to be amalgamated, under the presidens ﬂ
of A T W, Rabb, of Ambersi. 1t has become quite a comm
thing for United States companies to have branches in Canad
but so far as 15 knowu, this is the fivst ease of a large UCanadin)®
industry establishing a branch in the Republic, aml winning (5
good coutract 1 the face of severe compelition, T
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TWELVE HUNDRED MILES BY CANOE.
BISCOTASING TO FORT MATAGAML

Speciaﬁy Contributed to ** Canada’' by PRQFESSOR PELHAM EDGAR.

"HAD hopes for
bass in Lady

" Evelyn Lake,
but although
June was  well
advanced they were
not hiting, and I
had to content my-
self with pickerel,
which at certain
places, especially
under the Lady
Evelyn Ialls, 1
could catch in any
number. If the
Government  had
consulted me in
drawing up the
schedule of our
journey, we would
have turned north-
ward lhere, to the
Suckergut. But
as we were not sub-
sidised  primarily
to test the
streams of North-
ern Omntario, we
perforce *  turned
southward into
Diamond Lake.
Here we camped,
and the next morn-
ing found us pad-

dling down the
north-west arm of Lake Temagami. We pressed on to Bear

Island, as our food was running low, and pitched our tents on
an island half a mile to the south. We had travelled fast and
far, s0 we determined to take our Sunday in the middle of the
week. I had brought with me, in addition to my fly-rod, also a
steel-rod with an extra tip for trolling, and a hundred yards of
copper line for deep fishing. 1 did not use the dsual stiff copper
wire which kinks in the reel, but a pliable line in which the
copper is twisted round an ordinary silk line!
hundred or two hundred and fifty feet of water it is necessary to
use in addition a couple of heavy sinkers. Thus equipped, you
. are sure of fish. 1 went cut twice in the following day, and in a
very brief time caught the .regulation limit of salmon trout—
four great beauties, which came up firm and cold [rom the
deep lake bottom. : i 5
Most people go into the Fort Matagami from Bisco—the
“ name is colloquially sabbreviated—on account of the facilities
there for laying in stores and procuring guides and canoes.

ON THE SPANISH RIVER..

trout’

To reach two.

a  hundred fold.
The electrical
. storms are very
.t frequent  in this
"'nerthern  country
during the dry
sumimer SeAS0T,

Those who were already equipped with ‘these essentials would -

save fifteen uninteresting miles by leaving the C.P.R. at Mata-
gami station. How-

ever, if one is travel-
ling light, there is a
short cut across country
from Biscotasing, by
which almost a day may
be saved. As we were
not travelling by any
means light, and had
arranged for crews and
provisions at Bisco, we
took perforce the longer
route. The first part of
the journey is through a
desolate burnt country,
relieved only by some
beautiful miles of the«
Spanish River. When
the burnt region is left
behind, everything de-
lights the eye. and the
travel is .interesting.
Fort Matagami  is
reached early on the
third day, and a de-
lightful . place it is.
What makes the post so charming is the soft flowing contour of
the shores to the north and south until they are folded in the
distance. - Banksian pine and spruce are the prevailing trees,
but there is a refreshing variety of white birch and poplar
gleaming along the shores. White pine of moderate growth is

WHERE THE

156

MATAGAMI ROUTE LAY. .

February 2,

scattered but sparselysalong the ridges, and 1 gathered from the
conversation with Mr. Kenneth Ross, the energetic chief fire-
ranger stationed at Matagami, that there is no great wealth of
white or red pine remaining in the country. But the pulpwood,
growth is dense in all directions, and the despised jack-pine {or
Banksian pine) along all the inland streams is of such unusual
girth and height as to furnish excellent lumber of scarcely '
mmferior quality. It is by no means to be classed here as a |
scrub-tree, but grows to eighty or ninety feet, and keeps its |
dimensions with scarcely any abatement to the top. {

I may say a word while 1 am on this subject ol the work
which the fire-rimgers are doing in this northern country,
They are stationed ' 3
only in those dis-
tricts which are set
aside by the Gov-
ernment as forest
reserves, and their
primary duty is to
save their district
from the ravages of
fire.  If we realise
that one fire extin-
guished is a saving
to the province aof
perhaps a million
dollars, ., not to
speak,of the msthe-
tic - advantage of
keeping the country
beautiful, we will
recognise that every
dollar expended on
this important ser-
vice bears interest

and, as a rule, they
are accompanied by
very little rain. At
least half our forest
fires are from this source, and of these fires a large pro-
portion have gained such headway before they arc reached |
that to checl: them is impossible. But with an elfective fire- 75
ranging stall constantly moving through the country, it often,
happens that a fire is discovergd in its initial slages, and then
it is possible (o check its ruinbus advance. The task is not
always easy. .\ hundred trees are blazing, the forest is as dry
as'touch-woud, and a fierce wind fans the flames. Now a large 8
spruce or cedar is burned Lo the core, and falls with a heavy [
crush. Presently you:
see the red flame hick-
ing at the bottom of a
silver Dbirch. In an §
instant the forks leap: |
up the ragged bark,
the wind seizes the
loose  burning frag-
ments and hurls them
to kindle a dozen fires
fifty  yards  away.
Human energy is.l
paralysed, and cut and 4

i
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dig and trench as you 7
will the fire resistlessly. |
advances. But night
comes, and the wind |
dies down. The flames
smoulder angrily and.
crackle in the under- '
brush, but sleepless’ &
arms are plying axe.
and shovel, and day-
light comes to find;
the wvictory half won.
. And so by day and
night the fight gees on until man or element is vanquishied.
At night man is the aggressor, and by day the flames. A night 5
of wind will adversely incline the scale of victory. A day of
calm or rain with toil incessant will win the hard-fought battle. |
If lightning were the only destroying agency, many charred 't
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hundreds of square miles would still be waving verdant green.
But careless humanity has to be reckoned with, and reckless
humanity also, which wantonly lays acres desolate in the lust
of gold. At Tong Lake several fierce fires were raging, but
they were not chargeahle to prospectors. One which did wide

AN DLD INDTAN AND CHILD AT MATAGAMI.

damage was traceable to a neglected camp-lire, two or three
had beén kindled on islands to prepare the ground for blue-
berrics, and one fire that was furiously burning when we left
had been started to promote a hay crop.

Another of the duties assigned to the fire-rangers is to [ollow
in the wake of hunting or exploring parties, and it is very
seldom that an expedition is thus followed without the discovery
af an ill-quenched camp-five along the route. In the hunting
seasen, too, it 1s not an
infrequent  thing 1o
come upon a fifteen-

of a moose, with ten
pounds  of meat cut
aut. Last year, between
Temagami and Aichi-
picoten, cne party left
twenty-three moose to
rot beside the trail.
They  had killed
twenty - three  animals
before they had secured
a big envugh head to
earry  home as  a
trophy!  And their
home, [ am glad to

The limits of the
forest reserves are so
vast that it would Te-
quire  an  army  of
ranpers to police them
effectunlly.  When we
think of the immense
outlying areas, it is permissible to frame apologies for the
apathy of the Government. But i all seriwusness the time
has come for a systematic extension, and for a rigid organisa-
tion of the fire-ranger system in Ontane.  There will always
be an immense margin left for wantonness and destruction,
but within well-defined areas there should be jealous super-
vision of our wealth. The custom is at the present time
to appoint for the summer season a few youths who want
a luerative holiday al the Government's expense.  An expe-
rienced man is usually sclected as chicf-runger, but his staff
is largely compaosed of green-horns, who lose themselves the
moment they leave the trail, or upset in the nearest rapid. They
cannot pack a hundred pounds for a mile, and they swing an
axe only with imminent danwer to themselves, This state of
alfairs should be remedied. These same vouihs who are green
one summer are sufficiently expert woodsmen the next season
to be of some service, Bul they seldom return. .\ system of
three years’ contracts should be instituted. Fitness for the
worls, and experience rather than political inflluence, should
covern the appointments, and a larger number of indians
should be given permanent service on the stafls.  Nor does the
worl end with the summer. At present our northern country
is almost impenetrable, save hy the recular water routes, These
lie almost north and south.  Therelore (o go, for example, from
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Matagami to Flying Post, one cannot comfortahly strike west-
ward, Lt is necessary to retrace one’s steps south to Bisco,
and strike north-west again from that paint.  The improvement
al old trails, and the cutting oul of new ones, is a perpetual
Lask of no small importance. I lightning started a big lorest
fire twenty miles west of Matagamn, it would require twao days
ol strenuous travel to reach it. The proper time [or doing all
the preliminary work on these new trails is the winter seuson,
In summer progress must be painful and slow, and yvou might
hlaze and cut to no purpose in rhe confusion of the forest tangle.
No labour is more arduous than to attempt to talke a compass
direction through the bush in summer,  You have vour pack
or your canoe to carry. The latter is at least a hitteen fooe
Peterboroush, amd vou <wing it over your head at the river's
edee. You plunge up o steep and tangled hank, and before
vou have gone ten feel vou are confronted with a networle of
wind-falls, which would make plain walking o precarious pro-
cess. With a heavy canoe swinging on vour head and strain-
ing al vour shoulders the labour is Herculean, A hundred
vards ahiead lies a cedar or tamarac swamp, with trees slanting
across your course at every conceivable angle. Into this
treacherous labyrinth vou swing vour painful wayv., The per-
spiration s streaming down your face, on which a hundred
mosguitoes ol black-flies are pasturing ot leisure.  Here a
moss-covered root invites vour staggering [ootsteps, and down
vou plunge to the hips through the treacherous green earpet.
Such are the delights of summer trave! in the unbroken wilder-
ness. Inowinter you swing along on the' surface of the lrozen
crust with an easy stride that devours the miles, blazing vour
way as vou go. In the Tollowing summer vou send in half o
dozen men who have nothing to do bevond cutling their wav at
leisure along a trail that has been marked out for them, This=
is the proper way o open up new country, but the Governmenr
will not listen to reason in this matter, and concenlrates j(=
efforts in the summer season with compuratively  fruitless
results, (L0 be continued.)
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“DOMINION.”
Alarmist Statement Denied.

The report circulated last Saturday as o the unseaworthiness
ol the battleship Dominion, which is on the way home from
Bermuda, has been denied by the Admiralty.

The report was to
the eflect that docls-
vard officials hid been
wmlormed that the
Dominion was in such
a condition  that i
wits doubiful whether
she could  stand  the
strain of  n severe
gale. The announce-
ment ecreated cun-
siderabhle anxiery
amangst  those  who
have  relatives and
friends on board the
witrship, but on  in-
guiry  being made
the Admiralty it wis
stited  there was no
hitsis whatever for the
statement.

In naval eireles al
Tartsmouth ne doubr
exisls s Lo 1the
stability af the  ship,
and ollicers are con-
vinced that the Admiralty would never have ordered the ship
home in such uncertain weather had  there been the lenst
around for the rumours that have been circulated,

When the Dominion arrives, which will be in the course ot
a weels or o, she will be docked at Chatham to undergo per-
minent |'(.‘il"lil'h. 1

EARL GREY AND JUVENILE COURTS.

Earl Grey, the Governor-General of Canada, recently at-
tended n meeting of the Canadian Club at Otawa to hear an
address by Judge B. Lindshy, of the juvenile court of Denver.
upon the subject of the pglice court treatment of juvenile
offenders.  In moving o vote of thanks te Mr. Tindsay, hi-
LExcellency declared that he was profoundly impressed by what
he had heard, and especially by the convincing illustration-,
He was certain, in the words of the Denver gamin, that * the
judge was dead right in banking on the honour of a kid.” Nel-
som made heroes of his sailors hy showing that he helieved in
them, and *the boys of Denver would rather die than throw
the Judge who has placed his bottom dallar on them.” In
conclusion, Earl Grey expressed the hope that the principle
adopted in Denver might spread over the barder and become
the established practice. He wias convinced that rthere
much to be done along these lines in Canada.

il



‘REGRET that our stay in this delightful post was of neces-
ssity sa short.  The surrounding country would lure one
to many an adventurous vovage ol exploration, and the
A4 waters between. the post and the bay (i.e., James Bay)
have an excellent reputation for fish.  Joe Muure, who lives at

{5
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HUDSON DAY HOATS ON LAKE

Wawiatin' Rapids, a day's paddle to the north, reports speclkled
out in abundance, from two to five pounds. Mr., Kenneth
'mﬂ Dr. Goldie; of Torontu, discovered a chain®of lakes
lqt from Wawialin, where the lake-trout are very greedy
But as 1 am not inditing a sportsman’s chronicle
15 he said merely by the way.
1 /One could not fail to be struck by the excellent temper which
ruvm]s here among the Indians. They seem not to have a
rrigvance in the world. ‘They make mle hunts in the winter,
ihEy sell their Furs at ah excellent price for credit and cash.
this year, when all debts to the post were cancelled, the
alances of the men ranged from sixty to one hundred and filty
.'lhls is in rel :L-.hm-r conlrast to the condition of
it certain of the posts, where the Indians are treated
ikel so. many dogs, Lo leteh and carry at the bidding of the
Grf."lt Company.
us give the credil where it is due, to the LB, trader at
As Miller, of Matagami, is representative ol the
{1(: nf traders of the uld school, let me describe him,
AL to yourself a tawny-bearded Scot now well advanced
1 o the vale af vears, hut energetic as ever, and capable still
v " rying live hundred pounds on his back, if put to the test.
It a century ago he said a final farewell to his Hebrides
'm ,and serving as o boy and man in various posts of our
FL[nDtuflntErmr, re‘uhui at last, by slow and arduous stages,
rank of trader. Like most of is class, he has |JI’]L[1L‘1!]\'
ed_the Indian life, and married a woman of the tribe. His
€ Ide brother retired five vears ago, and a vearning seized him
pass[hls last days in his [Hebrides home. So he called his
in sons and. de l‘Ll"‘hlL‘Is about him, shook hands with them
Gyith b more sign -
af emﬂhun than
%ey were going
|| fifty-mile
tho return
eel; and
" the

ﬁﬂﬁ_ 'md Ld wee
]F'J am 'ﬁre in*®
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Matagami, desires no more civilisation than a week of deep
potations once @ year at Biscotasing with his old croney, Mac-
leod, of Flying Post. The distant Hehrides stir no regretsin his
heart. He has lived in the wilderness, and there he chooses’
to end his days. Who is there that will question the wisdom:
of his choice?

As usual, the Indians held a dance in,
honour of gur arrival, This suggests toj
you, doubtless, weird tom-tams, 5pells\
incantations, and unearthly cries. These
are, unfortunately, the allusion of!
romance. The dancing hall is a room
in the fire-tangers’ house, an Indian;
fiddler plays an interminable jig, and]
men and maidens, who look no wilderi
than our frontier farmers, dance a rude
lancers with much thumping of clumsyi
feet upon the floors. The old. Pagan*
traditions are dying out exeept at the
remoter posts. At Long Lake, one
hundred and fifty miles north of Lake
Superior, the Indians promised us al
native dance, but [ must confess that it
much cl:sa]lpomtcd my expectations. _AL'
kettle-drum was 1mpr0v1aLd~—-1 strip of
moose-hide stretched over:a tin pail of
water—and one of the older men began
to this rude accompaniment an incanta-
tion which might have been an invoca-

tion to the ancient
deity of his tribe,

the evil spirits, had
he remembered the
words of the for-
mula. As it was,
he: contented him-
self  with the in-
cessant  repetition
of two or three
wards, of which 1
could distinguish
“Alanitou,  Mani-
tou,- Manitou,
and a  hundred
yvouths and maidens
drifted  vound a
huge bonfire to the
measure  of  the
song.*

It took us about
an hour and a half
on Saturday afrer-
noon, July 8th, to
pay all the mem-
bers of the band,
a process which

TWO I\I‘Ix\\ CHUMS.

wias much accelerated by the genial despatch of Mr. Miller,
the trader. ;

An Episcopalian
missionary from
the' line was on
the spot for the
purpase of collect-
myg as much of
the annuity money
is he could for a

" church that wasto
be Dbuilt  eighty
miles nway, at Bis-
cotasing. The pro-
cess of canvassing
over, adjournment
was made to the

# [.ast  year Lhe
Commission saw
the Indians of Lac
‘-Geu] engaged in a

* white-dog dance,”
and 1 ﬂ‘!I\Ed nne of
the party, Mr. L.
.Vanasse, to des-
cribe the ceremony
for the readers of
Canada.

s TR
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store. which soon was througed with cager buyers.  Prints
and calicoes and Paisley shawls wese there in abundance o
meet the demand, and of blankeis and bright silk handker-
chicls there wias noosiiate Teowas vather distressing o see n
lew of the more aristoeraticallyv-mindod of the women moving
about thear tents in
hedowered and Te-
vibhoned  hats, and
here and there men
with their feet
painfully encased
in sacrificial
leather boots.  But
much may be par-
doned to such an
accasion,  and  we
will trust that the
accustomed  shawl
or hright silk head-
dress was soon re-
sumed, and  deer-
skin moccasins
subsrituted for the
penitential leather.

Sunday  arrives,
and 1t is announced
thot King ldward
s giving  to-day
east o his loyal
Indian subjects  at
Matagami.  Flour,
pork. raisins, lard.
tea and sugar have
been distributed
two  hours  since,
and as L =it at my
tent | see the maoc-
casined  men, with
their wives and chil-
dren. troop silently
by in single file. as il they were threading a forest trail, to the
‘¢ of feasting, Eighty of them will soon be gathered. They
will seat themselves in Tamilies about a vast tent-cloth, on which
will he spread a prodigious pile of raisin-bannock, with Homeric
cauldrons of ol pork and tea. There will he noounseemly
grasping of savoury morsels s evervihing will be decorous and
proper. Three or Tour of the ehiel men ol the bad will wallk
about on the able-cloth solicitous that even the tiniest shall
have his shire hefore e squats un his heel in Trant of his own
pile.  Meanwhile the ten uniasted has grown cold ia the tin
bowls, and the pork gravy has stilfened in the dishes, N Las
the signal is given,
and now vou will
hear not only the
munching of  busy
jaws. but quiet jests

A CTYPICAL OLD-TIME OJIBEWAY INDLAXN.

will be bandied in
the soft Ojitheway
speech,  and  the

musical laughter of
the girt: will anest

that  =ome  thrust
haz =truck home to
it= nark. The
silent. smoky
Indian  of  poetic
fegend i~ a cien-

ture of myth. With
the white man he
is reticent, hecause
the pomt of  view
is =0 different ane
comuunivation  =n
difficult.  But if 1t
is ever vouy ot to
it e the middle

of a canoe with an
[ndian at how  aned
stern.  vour o ears

will weary with the
incessant chatter,

We left the Teast
after the presenta- \
tion of the flag o
the newlv-elected
Chief. and as we were sitling at our own evening meal the voice
of old Restelle, the orator of the band, was borne 1o ouy cats.

(To he conlinued.)

CLIMDPSE UF THE MATAGAMI FEAST.

Clief Lukeé and bis Flag io the Dackeround.

e ALY i

It is announced that the Porro Rico Lumber Company, in
Movse Taw, has sold out to the Beaver bumber Company,
Limited, of Winnipeg, at S250.000.
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THE COUNTRY AND THE PAPER.
Special Ofier to our Readers.

M1 readers ol this journal are learning every week

[rom our  special articles  and Mustrations  the

many opportunitics for a carcer which the Great

_ Dominion of Canada offers 1o those who are not
al '_:lirl to seek thetr Tortune in o new land.,  Cannda offers
a dreer §ife, where conditions are casier, competition is
Eus severe, wages are lirger in comparison, and opportuni-
hes are far greater for men or women of cour
enterprise.

ge and
' A sunny land with o bracing climate that
gives more energy than the climate of the Old Country.
The Dominion wants workers ol every kind, those who
work with their head, as well as those who work wilh their
h;l_nd.-:, and although she allows forcigners te come in and
enjoy her heritage of law and order and prosperite, she is
most anxious to get those ol her own race, her own flagr,
Lerhaps 200,000 men and women will feave the shores
af the Old Country this vear.  Thev will be ol all classes.
The voung man with enough money to take up a big larm,
or to embark in business or trade: the voung business man

with only his knowledge and energyvi the voung woeman,
who will find various occupations offering — and probably
i h_un]);mcl {the most serious occupation ol all) — mechanics,
artisans, shop-assistants, labourers, domesties, all can find
comlort and prosperity in some part of the Dominion,

MWe are nterested inoall and every ol them.  In
publishing Cunada our object is to present evers portion
ol that great country to our readers, to give information
useful 1o every class, and G teach our fellow-countrymen
the value ol their great heritage in the Western Hemi-
sphece,

This paper is now known (o almost every one in the
Motherland who is interested in Canada @ they see it in
their clubs, libraries, reading-rooms, and they buy it on
the bookstalls.  Seores ol them write 1o us asking ques-
tions, which have heen [ully answered time and again in
these columns: many reler to the paper in terms of warm
approval, but hardly one in a thousand makes any criti-
cism or suggestion as (o its contents. We want the
opinions ol our readers, and i order to veb them we offer
substuntial inducements, which are Tully set locth i
another column. We ask (hree simple questions each
webk, and from the answers we veceive, we shall be better
able to gauge their tastes and supply (heir requirsments.

In return Tor this Bude courtesy on their part, we are
putting a number of [ree passages, with some additional
attraction in the shape ol ' pecket-money,” at their
disposal.  Those whose answers are most in accord with
that ol the majority, i.e., those who most accurately gauge
the publie taste—and Canada appeals 1o @ vy
circle ol readers,
any other
country

v ovaried
perhaps to more varied clusses than
first-rluss  ustrated weekly  paper in the
will win owr gifts.  These they can use them-
selves, or pass on to any of thelr Triends,

It is probable that this offer will introduce Canada to
more readers, who, perusing  our columns, will gain a
better knowledee cach week of the wide and varied atlrac-
tion ol the Dominton, wand  they, in their turn, will
berome an educative lactor of greater value, when dis-
cussing matters allecting tha interests ol our great limpire.

= ~

The Cuy Clerk of Winnipeg is a<king for renders for the
supply of thirty miles of assorted water pipe and a quantity of
specialzs for the Uity Wiaterwork-.  The tenders are to be ad-
dressed 1o the chairman of the Fire, Water, and Light Com-
mitiee, and must reach the city by March 1st. Specifications
and form= of tender may be obtained ot the office of My, H. N.
Ruttan, City Engineer, Winnipeg, Man. Fach tender must
be accompanied by an accepted cheque or dralt pavable o
the order of the Ciry Treasurer, or cash deposit for the sum
called for in the form of tender supplied.

The Department of Agriculture has issued Bulletin No. 55,
wiich contains the results ol experiments on teial plots of
:._':l':lil'l. fodder, corn, Teld roots ol potatoes from varluus l:xllltri-
mental farms conducted by (his department of the Canadian
Government.  This Bulletin can be seen by those interested at
the olfices of (he Assistant Superintendent ol Fmigration, 11
and 12, Charing Cross,
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TWELVE HUNDRED MILES BY CANOE.

FLYING FOGST AND NEW BRUNSWICK HOUSE.

Specially Coniributed to ‘*Canada’’

by

PROFESSOR PELHAM EDGAR.

[ALL Rigirs RESERVED.]

duced here requires
some  explanation,
There 15 no
romance about the
ardinary  attive  of
our North Country
Indians, Waking
or sleeping he s
dressed  like  any
disveputable  white
—a dirty  flannel
shirt, patched
trousers, and a
shabby  felt  hat
which he generally
removes when he
gues to hed.  Moc-
casins  or  shoe-

CHIEF LOTUIS ESPANIOL. -

packs-mark the most important difference, and
he has usually about his waist a Hudson's Bay
sish, and about his neck a coloured handker-
chief.  But Chief Louis was sufficiently seized of
his own importance to signalise it in his attire.
We found him at the Company’s store on outr
return to Biscotasing on the hottest day of a hot
summet,  He had on his head an otter cap with
eagles’ feathers on cither side dotted with red,
and a feathery plume which swept proudly from
front to back of it, His coat and leggings were
of deerskin decked with fringes and relieved by
pockets of red and blue cloth, plentifully heset
with multi-coloured heads, IHe wore two King
George medals, one of them a very rare one.
and a bandolier of priceless wampum. On the whole he cut a
brave figure in the Fenimaore Cooper style. and was eminently
more picturesque than the ordinary Indian with blue averalls
and a shirt of Hour-sacking.

The voyage in to Flying Post is of the same length and
character as to Matagami. There are eight or ten [ull-sized
portages from one quarter of a mile to a mile and a half, and
numerous short lifts where the stream momentarily narrows or
loses depth.  Midway there is a beautiful rapid and portage.
Kahopeekeeshikikichung, which wanslated means * narrow
cedars with water.”  The viver flows down with a beautiful swirl,

EN ROUTE TO FLYING POST.

T HE photograph
ot Chief lLouis -
Espaniol  repruo-

glenming dusky brown beneath the white curl of the waves
In the centre of the current a cedar island hreaks the stream,
and cedars fringe either bank, with taller spruce hehind.

We returned to Biscotasing on  Fridav, July 20th. and
entrained the samc afterncon for Chapleau. ~ Here we were
joined by Mr. Edward Muorris, who remained with us through
the rest of the trip, and whom we left hehind at Long Lake when
we set out for home.  For two months he lived constantly amony
the Indians. and the result is the most faithful and artistic col-
lection which exists of Indian heads and tvpical scenes of their
daily life.

The payments completed at Chapleau, we passed on by train
to Missanabie, which was our starting-point for New Brunswick
House. Two and a half hours’ paddle south from Missanabie
is Stony Portage, which bears an excellent reputation for large
trout. T found myself with an afternoon to spare, so 1 ran down
in a little steamer for an hour or two of fishing. T had rathes

poor results, but satisfied myself that it was at least an ideal-

looking place for trout.

The journey to New Brunswick House is short and easy. A
strenuous paddling would accomplish it.

day’s The travel i3

INDIAN CHIEY CHEESEQUINI, CHAPILEAU,

principally by lake with short portages from Dog Lake into
Crooked Lake, and from the latter into Missanabie Lake. The
last-pamed is a bheautiful sheet of water.  The shores are more
varicd and bolder than on Temagami, and there is the addi-
tional charm of remoteness and solitariness.  On the report
that there were lake trout here [ trolled for twenty minutes with,
three hundred feet of copper line, and curiously enough,
at w depth of over two bundred feer, 1 oreeled in o pike and
i pickerel. 1t surprised me ecqually as much at the upper
end of the lake to pull in dead leaves repeatedly at the same
depth, and a mile from shore!

Needless 1o say. when we arrived at
the Post, Morris’s interest was wonder-

scene The now familiar
of an Indian encampment took on a
guite novel aspect for us when seen in
the company of an artist whose eye was
alert to seize every nuance of new sug-
gestion,
tents and wigwams in the evening light,
and ¢z
and characteristic attitudes—the gleam
of the fire through the opened f{olds of 2
wigwam, and the vearning Face of a,
blind woman  erouched  beside  the
bubbling pot. Under o vude strip of

the wind or driving rain, a  tattered
ing 1 moecagin. - At the next tent door
sits a voung mother suckling her child,
On her face as we pass is the shadow of
a great content. The prospect of hard-
shin and the retrospect
alike obliterated in the joy of the living
moement,

L (7ol continnd.)

fully stimulated by the novelty of the
AppLarinees.

We used to stroll among the

ch innumerable hints of colour

siil-cloth which cannot shelter her from -

crone squats on her rabbit-skin patch-

of pain arg
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TWELVE HUNDRED MILES BY CANOE.

THE HOMEWARD JOURNEY.
by PROFESSOR PELHAM EDGAR.

Specially Cantribute\d to ‘“ Canada '’

§ i T breakiast-time
i ] 7 ; on the  first
morning - of  aur
homeward  journey
we saw a bear and
its  cub’ swimming
across the lake about
five hundred
yvards from camp.
The Indians got
very  excited and
jumped  into  two
canges. From where
we  were we could
see old Mother
Bruin making great
headway for = the
shore,  with  little
Bruin struggling
bravely behind., As
the men had only
paddles with them I
knew that if the bears
got  ashore  they
would he safe. Pre-

| sently, to our

" great relief, Mamma

splashed up the

bank, and a minute

after, amid a chorus

of wild yells from the

pursuing canoes,

) Baby Bruin landed,
and scrambled up the nearest tree till he was just a little palpi-
tating bundle of fur at the top.

LONG PETER IN HIS CANOE.

NAVIGATION DIFFICULTIES ON THE PIC RIVER.

We took our six-fathom bark and some of our smaller Peter-
boroughs to Heron Bay, but found the Pic water so low on our
arrival as to make the ascent in large canoes impossible, The
teorganising of our crafts occupied some little time, so aur start
for Long Lake was delayed until Wednesday evening,
August tst.  The travel is for seventy miles up stream without
a break to Lake Superior Portage, which is reckoned as half
the journey. Beyond that, frequent portages break the mono-
tony of an all-day session in a canoe. On Wednesday we made
only a mile or two on account of our late start. Qn Thursday
we had a muddy stream with high clay banks, and on the ledges
large "Balm of Gilead trees and spruce. The. next day, Friday,
we had a muddier stream lined with straggling willows, starved
spruce and scraggy poplar. On Saturday the water began to
run over gravel and to grow sparkling clear, and in the shadows
dusky gold. Our men had constantly to jump out and tug the
lightened canoes through three or four inches of water. At Lake
Superior Falls 1 found the small brook trout very hungry for
the fly, and almost every cast secured a rise, the Silver Doctor
being a prenounced favourite. Above the Falls the pools con-
tain larger fish up to two or three pounds, but these 1 did not
discover until the return trip. The White Otter Falls are ahout
three hours' paddle above Lake Superior Portage. They race
down like a flock of diving swans, flinging their froth and foam
on a cluster of little rocky islands that glisten red benecath the

&

" river, the Gargantuan

T LS TS

TSR

AN INDIAN GROUP AT

s T

spray. Groups of dusky firs complete a calour picture which o
a sunny day is superb. The Sand Hill Falls, wnich we reachedt
early on the following morning, are less graceful hbut ne lest
imposing. They do not, like the White Otter Falls, spread!
themselves with almaost self-conscious majesty into sheets of |
gleaming foam. They are hurled from a stupendous ]mighl'-é
into a hissing cauldron, which gathers the waters for another
plunge. The double cascade, one superimposed upon the other,
gives a wildness and variety to the Fall which a single ca.scadé",:i
would lack. ki
Our husiness at Long Lake was not long in the doing, for
Hedmawel was at last twitching at our
heart-strings. We made excellent time
down the long. sunny reaches of the Pj
and fifty-four miles on our last day brought !
us intoe Heron Bay on the evening of
August 14th,  So that chapter of our life
was clased. Gone were the pleasures of the
water-way and the shadowy trail; pon
were all the pleasant fuss and circumstancg)
of pitching the daily-moving camp; the'
canoves pushing their silent noses againdt &
the shore ; the landing on the sandy bead
criss-crossed with the hooves of moose and}

deer or dinted with
the sinister foot-pads
of the wolf; the hunt
for  level ~cleared
spaces, the swift up-
building of cur canvas
houses —no  longer
snowy.  alas! hut
grimed with honest
dirt: the drifting,
pungent smoke, the
many tlies, the cool
plunge in the lake or

meal, the pipe which
refreshes ; then early
to bed with the rush of
the rapids in our gars,
and up again while
the dew lies heavy un
the grass and glistens
on the bushes. Yes,
it is all beautiful, and
it is a tonic rest to the ~

HOLLOW LAND FALLS, GROGNDHOG
mind to have been so

RIVER.
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lang at one with the simple, uncomplaining men  of the
wilderness, whom no harsh problems vex, and whose very vices
seem A portion of the innocent order of nature. It 15

E | very
beautiful, but perhaps at the end of three momhs it has 1

asted

INDIAN CHIEF AND FAMILY AT LONG LAKE.
long encugh. I am only glad that all this sequence of beauty
has not blurred into a composite picture, and that 1 can stifl
segregate moments of special delight which are sunny pasture
lands for memory to wander in now that [ am walking the dingy
streets, and the whirl of the passing motor chokes my throat
with dust,

1 still tread in fancy the dewy marning
trail, and as ) reach the glimmering lake
at the portage end the sun is piercing the
mist-wraiths of dawn. A reedy island
lies before me, and, unsuspicious of my
presence, two moose are feeding on the
lily-pads which fringe its shove. A noise
or an unwonted odour startles them.
They swim and wade to the neighbour-
ing mainland, splash up the muddy bank
and disappear into the tangle of the
forest.

Once more it is a picture of the trail
Again it is eavly morning, and | have
set out alone in advance of the party,
Half a mile onward 1 leave the path,
throw down my light load and stretch
myself upon a luxurious bed of moss
that spreads like a mimic forest hencath
the tufted spruce and jack-pine.  The
hearded lichen droops from the lower
branches, and the upper branches have

Cjust caught the splendour of the sun.
Beside me a rabbit run-way winds in
and out among the trees, and every now
‘and then, fifty vards away, 1 see u canoe swinging along the
trail, or a dusty figure bowed beneath its pack. The dewy
morning aiv is fragrant with pine, 1 am lying in the deep
forest stillness, and above the calm a wind is sweeping the tree-
tops Hke a harp with mufled strings. A cloud has momentarily
. darkened the sun, and the little flecks of dappled gold wpon the
moss have been gathered up. A warmer glow is stealing now
from the fringed edges of the cloud, and soon the westward

AN

ALLIGATOR BOAT IN NORTHERN ONTAWIO,

CANADA

spruce-tops will kindle into vivid green, So it has happened.
1 wake it as an omen of good, and wander with the woodland
peace upon me down the forest trail which leads southward and
westward—home.

Again U walk in the gathering dusk alonyg the trail, The
thrushes have been silent through the heat of the dav, but now
the hermit music fills the air.  Mate is calling to mate on every
hand with reiterant trill and liquid chirsup until the shadows
deepen and the ecstatic song subsides into a sleepy double note.
As I walk campwards primeeval stiliness reigns again, and the
stars light their lamps by ones and companies. ’

In one of the early instalments of this article. Professor
Pelham Edgar described a remarkable type of alligator hoat
used in the lumbering country of north Ontario for kedging
logs in the lakes instead of the common tug. The hoat takes
its name “ alhgator * from the fact that it is so constructed as
to be capable of going over land as well as water. The particu-
lar boat shown in opur illustration was met by the party which
mcluded Professor Edgar, when they were on their return
iourney, and was then working its way to the woods.

Y TR Instatment biings to an end o deltghtfind 5 aics of avticles, the
Grst of which commenced i onr disue of 2\ o, ayth, 1906, and were
continued alternate weels aftertoards.

THE WORKING-MAN IN CANADA.

Interesting Particulars Regarding Wages and Living.

In a letter to the Sunfries Courier, a correspondent, writing
from Hamilton, Ontario, gives some interesting particulars
regarding wages paid and the cost of living in Canada.

* The price of some of the necessaries of life in Canada,” hé
says, “are slightly in advance of those existing at home. A
pood overcoat costs Irom 15 to 25 dollars; a suit of clothes, 15
to 25 dollars; a pair of boots, about 4 dollars: a hard bowler
hat, 2 ar 3 dollars, and so on.  Food is just as cheap as at home.
Steak costs 3d. to Od. per pound ; hoiling beef, 4d.; mutton, Sd.

HUDSON DAY POST AT LAC SEUL.
to 85d.  Tea, sugar, flour. potatoes, butter, eggs. etc.. can be
obtained at coyrespondingly Iow prices.

* The scarcity of labour naturally tends to increase rents and
the prices of houses owing to the high wages demanded by the
men, and compared with rents in the old country rents are
high.  The houses, however, are very different.  As a
rulé, every house is self-contained, and the average working-
man's lhouse will contain a kitchen, a dining-room. three or
four bhed-rooms, a drawing-room, a bath-room. and ane or two.
lumber-rooms

*Of course, rents vary greatly, but a working-man should he
able to secure a house ar anvthing from £z w £35 « month.
Much depends on lecation, size, and whether the house is of
briclkk or a ‘frame,’ as the waoden houses are called.

» Canadians at present are strongly resenting the great influx
inta this country of the alien element, and they have good reason
for so doing. We want Scotsmen. Englishmen. Irishmen, and
Welshmen to share in this great prosperity.  Canada is British,
and we want to keep it British,  Iverything points (o the commg
vear being equally as prosperoaus as the last, and if this is so,
then there will be a goad demand for carpenters, bricklavers,
plasterers, and others connected with the building busine '_'::{
allied trades. Wages for carpenters in Eastern Canada ringe
from is. in winter (threc months) to 15 8d. in summer. A firm
in Hoamilton last vear were wanting plasterers at 33, an hoeur.
Bricklayers can command about 2s. an hour, A commoen wage
for an unskilled labourer is from gd. to 1od. an hour, and when
we take into account the fact that good beard and lodging for a
single man can be had from 14s. to 18s. a week, it will he readily
admitted that these are good wages”




